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Miller  Library 
Expansion  Nears 
Completion! 


A  view  of  the  addition  to  the  Elisabeth  C.  Miller  Library  from  the  new  courtyard  entrance. 


by  Valerie  Easton 

The  Elisabeth  C.  Miller  Library  at  the 
University  of  Washington's  Center  for 
Urban  Horticulture  has  been  so  successful 
that  it  has  out-grown  its  space  in  its  four  and 
a  half  years  of  operation.  A  unique  facility 
with  a  mission  to  serve  faculty,  students, 
professional  horticulturists  and  the 
gardening  public,  the  library  was  given  to 
the  University  and  the  community  by 
Pendleton  Miller  in  1985.  Since  that  time, 
the  collection  has  grown  to  over  5,500 
volumes  and 250 journal  subscriptions,  with 
additional  collections  of  old  and  rare  books , 
clippings  and  brochures,  and  garden 
catalogs.  In  1988,  library  staff  answered 
nearly  6,000  reference  questions,  extended 
library  hours  and  added  many  new  titles  to 
the  collection. 

Late  in  1987,  Mrs.  Pendleton  Miller, 
recognizing  the  need  for  a  larger  and 
improved  facility  gave  a  most  generous  gift 
to  build  a  library  addition  and  endow  library 
operations.  This  project,  nearing 
completion,  will  more  than  double  the 
existing  library  space.  The  herbarium  will 
move  downstairs  in  the  new  two-story 
addition,  giving  the  library  a  total  of  4400 
square  feet  of  new  and  renovated  space  on 
one  floor,  pi  us  a  separate  courtyard  entrance 
to  facilitate  extended  library  hours.  Other 
new  spaces  include: 

•  a  foyer,  with  display  space,  for  groups 
to  gather  before  library  tours  and  programs 

•  offices  and  a  work  room  for  library 

staff 

•  an  improved  room  for  special 
collections,  including  old  and  rare  books, 
art  prints,  etc. 

•  a  reading  /  conference  room,  a  quiet 
secure  area  for  use  of  special  collections 
materials,  or  for  meetings.  This  room  may 
also  be  used  for  closed-circuit  TV  and  other 
audio-visual  purposes. 

•  more  than  twice  as  much  shelf  space 
for  books  and  journals. 

The  addition  and  remodel  was 


designed  by  the  local  firm  of  Jones  and 
Jones,  who  designed  the  original  library 
space  as  well  as  the  other  Center  for  Urban 
Horticulture  buildings.  The  interior  of  the 
new  library  will  be  similar  to  the  existing 
space,  with  skylights,  fir  trim  and  neutral 
colors.  However,  it  will  be  far  more 
functional  and  expansive,  to  suit  agrowing 
library.  Work  should  be  completed  early  in 
1990,  with  an  official  dedication  planned 
later  in  the  year. 

Furniture,  books,  computers,  and 
artwork  are  needed  to  complete  the  library 
expansion.  Gifts  can  be  made  as  part  of  the 
current  University  of  Washington  campaign 
fund  drive. 

To  make  a  donation,  or  for  more 
information  on  what  is  needed,  please  call 
librarians  Valerie  Easton  or  Laura  Lipton 
at  543-8616. 


Seed  List  Available 
Soon 

We  are  brimming  over  with  excite¬ 
ment  with  our  1990  seed  list. 

We  have  2  Orchids,  a  Cattlya  and  a 
Renanthera!  Anyone  want  to  experiment? 
We  have  fascinating  seed  from  Tasmania, 
New  Zealand,  and  Tashkent.  Try  some 
Hosta  seed!  It's  not  hard  to  grow.  We  have 
6  species,  4  of  them  from  a  faithful  con¬ 
tributor  in  North  Carolina.  Lewisia  seed, 
one  of  our  most  popular  genera  (we  have  7 
species  this  year),  is  sometimes  slow  and 
may  not  germinate  till  the  second  or  even 
third  year,  but  worth  the  wait! 

Why  don't  more  of  you  grow  decidu¬ 
ous  azaleas  and  ferns?  The  azaleas  (rhodo¬ 
dendrons)  are  easy  to  germinate,  but  try  to 
get  them  to  grow  a  second  set  of  true  leaves 
before  they  shed  them  for  the  winter. 

Ferns  are,  of  course,  a  different  story! 
Slow,  but  great  fun!  We  have  more  kinds 
this  year  than  ever.  We  also  have  more 
natives  than  usual.  Fill  up  your  ‘wild  gar¬ 
den’  and  rock  garden. 

Marge  Baird 


1990  Lecture  Series 


“The  Wildflowers  of  Japan” 

Mr.  Atsushi  Kuyama 
February  27  -  at  7:30  PM 


Isaacson-Fray  Grant 

NHS  was  recently  awarded  a  generous 
grant  from  the  Isaacson-Fray  Fund.  This 
money  will  be  used  to  create  a  new  travel¬ 
ing  exhibit,  which  will  be  used  for  the  first 
time  in  its  entirety  at  the  Rock  Garden 
Society  Study  Weekend,  February  23-25, 
at  the  Red  Lion  Inn,  Bellevue. 


NHS  Scholarship 
Award 


NHS  Exhibits  at 
Flower  Show 

The  Northwest  Horticultural  Society'^  | 
exhibit  at  the  Northwest  Flower  and  Garden 
Show  over  President’s  weekend,  February 
16-19,  will  be  shared  with  Pacific 
Horticulture. 

The  exhibit  is  being  designed  by  Lynn 
Sonneman  and  Mary  Davis. 

Chairing  each  activity  are:  Lynn 
Sonneman  and  Mary  Davis,  design;  Fransi 
Doland,  Volunteer  Coordination;  and  Joan 
Lankford,  Plants. 


The  1990  Lecture  Series  promises  to 
be  better  than  ever.  Starting  off  this  year's 
program  and  relevant  to  Northwest  gardens, 
we  are  fortunate  to  have  Mr.  Atsushi 
Kuyama  speaking  of  “The  Wildflowers  of 
Japan.” 

Mr.  Kuyama’s  achievements  include 
designing  the  Awaji  Farm  Park  Rock 
Garden,  floriculturist  of  the  Kyogo 
Prefectural  Farm  Park,  Vice  President  of 
the  Japan  Alpine  Rock  Garden  Society.  He 
is  also  Honorary  Associate  Editor  of  the 
Himalayan  Plant  Journal. 

Trained  at  Kew  Gardens,  he  has 
conducted  plant  explorations  in  35  countries 
and  has  written  for  numerous  gardening 
publications. 

Our  Lecture  Series  brochure  for  the 
coming  year  will  be  in  the  mail  to  you  in 
January,  with  one  of  the  upcoming  lectures 
to  be  named  in  honor  of  Jean  Wilcox. 


Tour  To  ‘Gardens  of 
Art’ 

In  May  1990,  NHS  will  sponsor  a  tour 
to  the  Gardens  of  Art  Gallery  and  Big  Rock 
Garden  Nursery  in  Bellingham. 

NHS  has  received  a  most  generous 
commitment  of  support  from  George  Drake 
of  Gardens  of  Art  Gallery .  Not  only  will  we 
receive  10%  of  the  retail  price  of  all  of  the 
gallery's  art  sold  at  our  plant  sales,  but  we 
will  also  receive  a  contribution  of  10% 
from  art  sold  to  NHS  members  and  friends 
at  the  Gallery  in  Bellingham. 

At  the  time  of  the  sale,  just  ask  that  a 
donation  be  made  to  NHS.  Then,  make  sure 
“NHS  Donation”  is  written  on  the  sales 
slip.  Please  tell  your  friends  about  this 
wonderful  offer.  What  a  pleasant  way  to 
earn  money  for  NHS! 


The  Northwest  Horticultural  Society 
invites  applications  from  prospective  or 
currently  enrolled  graduate  students  in  the 
Center  for  Urban  Horticulture  (also  the 
College  of  Forest  Resources  and  the 
Department  of  Landscape  Architecture)  for 
the  Society's  annual  $1000.00  scholarship. 
Applicants  should  submit  a  one-page 
description  of  their  course  of  study ,  a  resume 
of  work  experience,  transcripts  and  two 
letters  of  recommendation  by  April  1, 1990, 
to  the  NHS,  Isaason  Hall,  University  of 
Washington  GF-15,  Seattle,  WA  98195. 


PLANT / SEARCH 


President's  Message 

With  the  Holiday  Season  upon  us,  the 
Northwest  Horticultural  Society  wishes  to 
thank  all  of  its  members  for  their  support 
and  encourage  you  to  let  us  know  that  you 
are  there.  Our  office  has  an  answering 
service  and  if  you  have  any  suggestions  of 
complaints,  please  call  and  leave  a  mes¬ 
sage. 

What  better  gift  could  you  give  to 
gardening  family  and  friends  than  a  mem¬ 
bership  to  NHS?  Or,  how  about  bringing 
them  to  our  lectures?  ^ 

Have  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy 
New  Year! 

Neil  Scott,  President 


The  following  inquiry,  directed  to  the 
Plant  Sale  Chairman,  Agna  de  Clerq,  is 
herewith  relayed  to  NHS  members,  with 
the  writter's  permission. 

“According  to  the  NEWS  article, 
(summer  ’89),  we  should  alert  the  office 
concerning  needs  of  members.  I  hope  you 
find  a  wholesaler  who  carries  Cedrella 
‘sinensis’ .  A  few  retail  California  nurseries 
(non-mail  order)  carry  it.  I  had  it  for  two 
years  in  a  suitable  micro-climate  area  but 
the  banana  slugs  destroyed  it. 

It  is  a  native  of  S.W.  China,  beautiful 
pink  compound  leaves  in  spring,  a  reverse 
of  a  sumac  in  fall.  I  would  appreciate  having 
it  again  and  will  guard  it. 

Thank  you, 
George  W.  Muller 
Oak  Harbor,  WA 

If  you  know  of  a  Western  Washington 
source  for  this  tree,  please  drop  a  card  to  the 
NHS  office,  Isaacson  Hall,  U.W. ,  GF-15, 
Seattle,  WA  98195.  Other  PLANT/ 
SEARCH  inquiries  are  welcome  at  the 
same  address  for  future  NEWS  issues! 


Upcoming  Events 

January  23 

NHS  Conifer  Propagation  Workshop  10:30 
- 12:30  pm 

February  3 

“Design  '90”  5th  Annual  Women  in  Horti¬ 
culture  Conference  sponsored  by  the  As¬ 
sociation  for  Women  in  Landscaping  8:00 
-  5:00  pm,  SeaTac  Marriott 

February  16-19 

Northwest  Flower  andGarden  Show,  Wash¬ 
ington  State  Convention  Center 

February  23-25 

American  Rock  Garden  Society  Study 
Weekend,  Red  Lion  Inn,  Bellevue 

February  27  ^1 

NHS  Lecture,  7:30  pm,  Center  for  Urban 
Horticulture,  Atsushi  Kuyama  “Wild¬ 
flowers  of  Japan” 


Plant  Sale  Update 

The  1989  Fall  Plant  Sale  was  a  great 
success,  reports  chairman  Agna  de  Clercq. 
Thanks  to  a  greatly  expanded  sale,  ideal 
weather  conditions,  enthusiastic  workers 
and  outstanding  growers  profits  were  double 
previous  years. 

A  wide  variety  of  high-quality  plant 
material  has  become  a  staple  at  NHS  sales 
and  customers  were  again  not  disappointed. 
The  best  proof  is  that  smaller  growers  come 
to  buy  plants  they  cannot  find  elsewhere. 

All  of  the  new  departments  performed 
well  and  books,  bulbs,  dahlias,  dried 
flowers,  tools,  the  children's  comer,  garden 
art  and  perennials  will  be  seen  at  future 
sales.  Please  let  us  know  your  suggestions 
for  horticulturally  interesting  additions  to 
the  sale  or  ideas  for  improvement. 

Once  more,  thank  you  to  all  who 
participated  in  our  success.  We  couldn't 
have  done  it  without  you! 


New  Books 

FROM  THE  MILLER  LIBRARY 

American  Rose  Society.  1990  HAND¬ 
BOOK  FOR  SELECTING  ROSES;  arose 
buying  guide  from  the  American  Rose 
Society.  (Shreveport,  LA):  American  Rose 
Society,  1989. 46p. 


Browne,  Janet.  GROUND  COVER 
PLANTS.  London:  Ward  Lock,  1988. 96p. 

Clark,  Randy  T;  Voynovich,  Peter,  ill. 
OUTSTANDING  AMERICAN  BONSAI. 
A  photographic  essay  on  the  works  of  fifty 
American  bonsai  artists.  Portland,  OR: 
Timber  Press,  1989.  132p. 

Glips,  Terry.  BREAKING  THE  PESTI¬ 
CIDE  HABIT :  alternatives  to  1 2  hazardous 
pesticides.  IAS  A  publication.  No.  1987-1. 
Minneapolis,  MN;  International  Alliance 
for  Sustainable  Agriculture,  1987.  372p. 

Hu,  Yunhua.  CHINESE  PENJING:  mini¬ 
ature  trees  and  landscapes.  Portland:  Tim¬ 
ber  Press,  1987.  171p. 

Lancaster,  Roy.  TRAVELERS  IN  CHINA; 
aplantsman's  paradise.  Woodbridge  (Eng.): 
Antique  Collector's  Club,  1989.  516p. 

Mee,  Margaret;  Morrison,  Tony,  ed.  IN 
SEARCH  OF  FLOWERS  OF  THE  AMA- 
ZONFORESTS.  Woodbridge, Eng:  None¬ 
such  Expeditions,  1988.  302p. 

Rix,  Martyn.  GROWING  BULBS.  Rev. 
paperback  ed.  London;  Portland:  Christo¬ 
pher  Helm;  Timber  Press,  1986.  cl983. 
209p. 


Stainton,  Adam.  FLOWERS  OF  THE 
HIMALAYA:  a  supplement.  Delhi:  Ox¬ 
ford  University  Press,  1988. 128p.  of  plates 
and  86p. 

Thomas,  Graham  Stuart.  THE  ROCK 
GARDEN  AND  ITS  PLANTS :  from  grotto 
to  alpine  house.  Portland:  Sagapress  / 
Timber  Press,  1989. 266p. 


Memorials 

Memorial  gifts  have  been  received  from: 

Mrs.  Lane  Baker 

Mrs.  Gordon  Bass 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Karl  H.  Ellerbeck 

Shirley  Gorman 

Griswold  Nursery 

Jo  Hotson 

Lake  Washington  Garden  Club, 

Unit  #1 

Mrs.  Pendleton  Miller 
John  A.  Putnam 
Peggy  Wilton 

Thank  you  for  your  contributions. 


NEW  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


Please  send  a  gift  membership  at  the  $ _ Level  to: 

Name  - 

Address  _ 


Membership  Categories 

Life . $  500.00 


City  /  State  /  Zip _  Supporting . (1  yr)  100.00 


Telephone _ 

Contributing . (1  yr)  50.00 

Your  Contribution  is  Tax  Deductible  . (2  yr)  80.00 

Please  make  your  check  payable  to  the: 

NORTHWEST  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY  Individual . 20.00 

Isaacson  Hall  Group  or  Family . 25.00 

University  of  Washington,  GF-15  Nursery . 25.00 

Seattle,  WA  98195 
527-1794 
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$4  / 

Conifer  Propagation 
Workshop 

Featuring  dwarf  and 
rare  conifers. 

Instructor:  Marge  Baird 

Date:  January  23 

HI 

Time:  10:30-12:30 

Call  the  NHS  office,  527-1794,  to 

make  your  reservation  for  this  free, 

members  only  workshop. 

Space  is  limited. 

7m 
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Readers,  Please  Note: 

Recent  issues  of  “Pacific  Horticul¬ 
ture”  magazine  have  included  articles  of 
particular  interest  to  Northwest  readers. 
The  Winter  1989  issue  presents  “Tasma¬ 
nian  Plants  for  Northwest  Gardens”  by 
Scot  Medbury,  one  of  the  NHS  1988-89 
Scholarship  winners  whose  research  sup¬ 
ported  his  thesis  that,  where  similarities  in 
climateexist,  many  Tasmanian  native  plants 


“may  be  hardy  in  the  Pacific  Northwest.” 

The  Summer  1989  issue  brought  us 
“Irises  in  the  Garden  Scene”,  by  Jean  G. 
Witt,  who,  herself  an  Iris  breeder,  suggests 
some  innovative  ways  to  incorporate  these 
beauties  into  the  garden,  with  particular 
consideration  for  the  relationships  of 
“design,  color  combinations  or  companion 
plantings.” 

Sue  Olsen  introduced  readers  to 
“Japanese  Ferns  for  Temperate  Gardens” 


Northwest  Horticultural  Society 
Isaacson  Hall 

University  of  Washington  GF-15 
Seattle,  WA  98195 


527-1794 


in  the  Winter  1988  issue.  Sue,  a  fern  grower, 
and  Chairman  of  the  NHS  Fern  Festival, 
points  out  the  variety  of  choices  available 
to  Northwest  gardeners  wishing  to  intro¬ 
duce,  or  to  expand  exsisting  collections  of 
ferns. 

Finally,  it  is  not  too  late  to  read  or  to 
review  Kendall  W.  Gambrill's  essay  in  the 
Fall  1988  issue,  “King  of  Flowers,  Queen 
of  Herbs,  The  Peony”,  a  not-to-be-missed 
tribute  to  these  beloved  perennials. 

- 1 


Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S.  Postage 
PAID 

Bellevue,  WA 
Permit  No.  149 


ADDRESS  CORRECTION  REQUESTED 


TIMELY  MATERIAL 
PLEASE  EXPEDITE 


Dr.  Harold  B.  Tukey,  Jr. 

Center  for  Urban  Horticulture 
University  of  Washington  GF-15 
Seattle,  WA  98195 


